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FOREWORD 
 

The National Biosafety Authority (NBA) is proud to present its Strategic Plan for the period 

2023-2027, a comprehensive framework to guide our efforts in regulating and overseeing 

activities involving genetically modified organisms (GMOs). This plan underscores our 

commitment to fulfilling our mandate as outlined in the Biosafety Act CAP 320.  

In an era of rapid advancements in biotechnology, the Authority’s role as a neutral 

regulator is more critical than ever. Our responsibility to supervise and control the 

transfer, handling, and use of GMOs ensures that innovations in this field contribute 

positively to societal needs while safeguarding human and animal health, as well as the 

environment. 

This Strategic Plan aligns with the Fourth Medium Term Plan (MTP 4) of Vision 2030 and 

outlines clear strategies to build national capacity in biosafety, enhance public awareness, 

and strengthen regulatory frameworks. These measures are essential to adapting to the 

dynamic biotechnology landscape and maintaining regulatory effectiveness. 

The cabinet decision to lift the 2012 ban on importation of GMO derived foods and feeds 

highlights the importance of strong regulatory systems that foster responsible innovation 

while protecting public health and environmental sustainability. As a neutral and impartial 

body, the Authority is committed to balancing these priorities through evidence-based 

decision-making and scientific rigor. 

Guided by the principles of transparency, accountability, and collaboration, the Authority 

will continue to assess GMO applications impartially, promote informed decision-making 

through public awareness programs, and strengthen partnerships with stakeholders. By 

working closely with government agencies, research institutions, industry players, and 

the public, we aim to build trust and confidence in Kenya’s biosafety regulatory system. 

Implementation of this Plan will require sustained commitment, collaboration, and 

resources. The Board of Directors is dedicated to providing the necessary policy support 

and oversight to ensure the successful realization of the Plan’s objectives. 

On behalf of the Board of Directors, I extend my gratitude to all those who contributed 

to the formulation of this Strategic Plan, including our staff, stakeholders, and partners. 

Your input has been invaluable in shaping a progressive roadmap. We call upon everyone 

involved in the implementation to step forward in ensuring the success of the strategic 

plan. 

                  

PROF. JENESIO KINYAMARIO, PHD, MEIK, OGW, FWIF 

CHAIRMAN, NBA BOARD OF DIRECTORS
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PREFACE AND ACKNOWLEDGEMENT 

 
The NBA Strategic Plan 2023–2027 is a reflection of our commitment to safeguarding 

human and animal health, protecting the environment, and fostering responsible 

innovation in modern biotechnology. This plan sets out strategic objectives across eight 

Key Result Areas (KRAs), each supported by targeted strategies to guide the Authority’s 

efforts over the next five years. 

The plan outlines our approach to enhancing public awareness of biosafety matters, 

strengthening legal and institutional policy frameworks, ensuring compliance with 

biosafety regulations, fostering international partnerships, improving biosafety 

information management and bolstering institutional growth and sustainability to enable 

efficient service delivery and enhanced public confidence in our regulatory functions. 

The development of this Strategic Plan was an inclusive and consultative process. It 

incorporated input from diverse stakeholders, including government agencies, academic 

and research institutions, private sector actors, civil society organizations, and the general 

public. This participatory approach ensured that the plan is both relevant and responsive 

to the needs of our stakeholders and aligns with national and international biosafety 

priorities. 

The Authority acknowledges and appreciates the invaluable contributions of all 

stakeholders who participated in the formulation of this roadmap. We recognize the 

efforts of the Authority’s Board, management, and staff in spearheading and finalizing 

the plan. Your commitment has been instrumental in shaping a forward-looking 

framework that will guide our efforts to advance biosafety in the country. We extend our 

deepest gratitude to the Ministry of Agriculture and Livestock Development for its 

leadership and support throughout the planning process. 

As we embark on this strategic journey, we invite all stakeholders to join us in 

implementing this plan and upholding biosafety in modern biotechnology. 

 

NEHEMIAH K. NGETICH 

AG. CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER, NBA 
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